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Preparing  for  2070  
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The degree to which 
students achieve in 

school affects all of us.
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Student achievement matters

�For those with only a high school diploma, 
the standard of living in the United States is 
lower today than it was in 1975.

Wiliam, 2007

�Those with bachelor’s degrees earn 99% 
more than those without. 

USA Today, 2010

�Master’s degree holders earn 
approximately 50% more than those with 
undergraduate degrees only.

USA Today, 2010 
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If you achieve at a higher level, you 
live longer, are healthier and earn 

more money.

People who earn more money pay 
more taxes, are less likely to depend on 
Medicaid or welfare, and are less likely 

to be in prison.

Wiliam, 2007
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http://visual.ly/education-vs-incarceration
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Think for a minute . . .

Program for 
International Student 

Assessment (PISA)

Internationally . . .
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Think for a minute . . .

What are the ramifications for a 

nation ill-prepared to compete ?
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Think for a minute . . .

Program for 
International Student 

Assessment (PISA)

Internationally . . .

Children entering kindergarten today, 
if they stay in school, will graduate 

high school in about 2024 and will be 
in the workforce until 2070.

Vivien Stewart, A World Class Education: Learning from 
International Models of Excellence (2012)
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Think for a minute . . .

So  . . .

how can we improve student 
achievement?
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Think for a minute . . .

More can be done to improve 
education by improving the 

effectiveness of teachers than by 
any other single factor.

Wright, Horn and Sanders (1997)
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The effect of 
increases in teacher 
quality swamps the 
impact of any other 

educational 
investment, such as 
reductions in class 

size.

Goldhaber (2009)
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Think for a minute . . .

In other words, if we want to improve 
students achievement, nothing matters more 

than the teacher.

It’s not what the teacher knows that matters 
most.  It’s what the teacher does.
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Think for a minute . . .
think about your colleagues
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Very little is invested in 
understanding great 

teaching.  We’ve never 
had a meaningful system 

that identifies the 
dimensions of great 
teachers so we can 
transfer the skills to 

others.
Bill Gates

“What We’ve Learned About Great 
Teachers,” Parade, October 24, 2010
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The TELL Project

a collection of products and 
processes that world language 

teachers can use to enhance their 
effectiveness as teachers and 

leaders
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3 Core Beliefs
1. The TELL characteristics and 

behaviors represent the model 
world language teacher.

2. World language teachers can 
become models if the model 
teacher is defined.

3. The TELL characteristics and 
behaviors are intended to guide 
individual teacher growth toward 
the model and are not 
necessarily tied to teacher 
appraisal.
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www.TELLproject.com
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Danielson, Marzano & 
others             

Generic descriptors/
same for all disciplines

TELL Descriptors specific to foreign 
language teachers

TELL Immersion

Characteristics of Effective Teachers

Descriptors specific to foreign 
language immersion teachers

=

=

=
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Think for a minute . . .
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Think for a minute . . .

Greg Duncan
InterPrep
139 Foxridge Court
Marietta, GA  30067

404.401.8363

interprep@earthlink.net
www.interprepinc.com
www.resourcesfromgreg.wikispaces.com

Greg’s contact info
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